The season start was marred by one of the testing die-hards, Hattie, still reeling from the major effects from his terrible accident around this time last year. He struggled with the injuries all year but to his credit he battled on gamely.
The season got under way, way back in Mid-February on the V310 with a new tester in Les Dawson. This was closely followed by the traditional team time trials. They are fun and a fantastic way to rip each others legs off in the name of training. It would be great to get a few more teams of evenly matched riders for next year so get thinking for a likely riding partner.

Andy came out of these events like a greyhound out of the traps. He was absolutely flying and went unbeaten for too many races I care to remember!!!!

With the addition of John Lancaster and Jim Kirrane to the testing ranks it had us all scrabbling onto the CTT website to see their pedigree and we were suitably shocked into extra training.

The club organised event was flawless thanks to the organisation of Suggy. We had nothing but praise from riders at the event and on the forums, well done to Dave and his band of marshals and helpers. More new testers raced for the 1st time in Mick the Ref and Jack De Bokxx.????????
The first club event was the 25, actually organised by John Lancaster, unfortunately ruling him out but benefiting the 8 remaining Thorpers. A great turnout that will be nice to surpass in 2010. The outstanding ride of the day was John Callaghan’s with a 1:01:27 to win the premier handicap trophy whilst the overall was retained by the previous years winner.

The club 10 was hotly contested by 7 Thorpers but the overall was fought over by 2 in form riders with Alastair just piping Andy by 8 seconds and Toby Holmes only just squeezing out John Lancaster for the handicap prize.

Times really started to tumble in June with the club team record falling for both 10 and 25 miles.

PBs were in plentiful supply Alastair got down to 21.27 for 10 with me at 21.29 and Andy 21.46
For 25 John Callaghan and Alastair bust under the hour for the first time with a 57.19 and a 57.03 respectively. Andy reduced his to a 56.13 and I squeezed out a 54.54 and a 1:56:48 for 50 miles.

The VTTA event pitted 4 great riders together with Derek Paul, Tom and John Lancasater riding. It’s great to see class riders still testing and are truly an inspiration, it would be pleasing to see you all and more enter the club events to challenge for the prizes, especially the premier trophy for the 25 handicap winner.

The club 50 was won by another especially strong ride by Andy and the club 15 was won by Alastair, kicking our butts over the sprint distances again!!!

Focus for next season is to get even more members testing and a wider range of members entering the club events with the possibility of a handicap trophy for ALL club events.

It should also be a focus area to get Al, Craig and Toby and any other interested riders road racing in 2010.

